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Call to Order S~—

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Allison Arnone at 6:00 pm and the following statement
was read:
“In compliance with the ‘Open Public Meetings Act’, Chapter 231, PL 1975, Section 5, adequate
notice has been given of this meeting by posting a Notice in a public space and by transmitting a
notice to two newspapers, THE TIMES and the ASBURY PARK PRESS, as required by law.”
Those present were: Allison Arnone, Jan Meerwarth, Jan Buchalski, Terry Brown, Suzanne Smith, Lisa
Strovinsky, and Rob Strovinsky and Connor Roberts. A quorum was present.

Minutes Review

A motion was made to approve the April 20, 2020 Allentown Parks and Public Space Advisory
Committee meeting minutes by Suzanne Smith and seconded by Jan Meerwarth; the motion was
approved unanimously.

Public Present
Public viewed the meeting on the borough’s Facebook page. There were no public comments

Old Business
Received 50% complete drawing package from E&LP, walkway design options and material samples
received.

Rob Strovinsky reported that he contacted Reverend Smart regarding the Union AME Church Cemetery
deed and it is still help up, possibly due to the COVID crisis. Seems to be a question as to who actually
holds the deed and the church leaders are investigating this.

New Business

Discussion on the 50% drawings resulted in a change in the half moon design at the entryways to be
changed to a flare design. Ed did 3 designs, Allison provided an option X. Terry Brown motioned to
approve the flare design, Lisa Strovinsky seconded, approved unanimously. Materials for the entryway
was also discussed with a unanimous decision to use all brick. Discussion about the memorial “strips”
resulted in a unanimous approval of the lighter side of the “pearl blue” granite.

Terry noted concern with the groupings of three regarding the trees lining the walkway. He
recommended they be staggered due to possible disease/loss. Ed noted they were grouped that way
for aesthetics/uniform patterning. Lisa agreed with Terry.

Union AME Cemetery:
Allison reported that the trees along the cemetery fence are covered in ivy and should come
down. Ed can putin a bid request for tree removal and noted he checked the budget and we’ll
need to find $15,000 for tree removal. We can leave the 2 trees on the end and remove the
ones in the center. Terry recommended the Norway spruce should come down in lot #17 and
the 2 large trees at the base of the walkway. Allison suggested moving the path in a bit further



between the 2 larger trees in the middle area of the walkway to get the new, smaller trees
outside the range of the older trees. Rob will look into getting an arborist to look at these and
the other trees. Terry also noted the 3 trees in the center are in poor condition and should be
removed. On lot #25, keep the arborvitaes, drop the lumbar and slope the grounds into the
walkway. Terry and Ed strongly recommended removing the evergreen on lot #25 instead of
pruning it as it will only continue to grow more and infringe on the walkway.

Ed Confair reported on the next steps including the need to present the construction drawings to
borough council. Rob reported that council meetings have decreased to 1x/month for the summer and
the next meeting will be June 9*. He also noted it might be possible to move the date. Ed noted that in
July the bid packages will go out, but this would miss the August council meeting for approval; however,
this will give the committee time to review the bid packages then award it in September. Need to get
the dates “in stone” now moving forward with the schedule. Ed will send in the 100% drawings to the
committee by 6/12/20.

Pawpaw grove is in Heritage Park near the lower trail and Terry is to put tags on these uncommon, fruit
bearing, native NJ trees

Lisa presented the proposed improvements to Sarah Barnes Park using a design by Taylor of the Shade
Tree Commission and using plants that were donated by Pleasant Run Nursery. There is a very sunny
area in the park and Terry and Lisa are considering ground cover. The committee deferred to Lisa and
Terry to decide on ground covering vs. mulch. Terry motioned, Jan M seconded; motion was approved
unanimously.

Terry explained that through Shade Tree, for a $250 “donation” a person could commemorate someone
with a tree planting or a tag on an existing tree. However, a group has asked to donate a bench to go
with the tree. The borough may want to provide other options if people want to memorialize someone.
For example, a plaque to go on an existing bench vs “purchasing” a bench. Suzanne Smith will look into
these other options. Needs to be some guardrails on this. Terry noted that the Scenic Byways are
putting names of parks on there maps, so what is the name of Sensi park?

Rob noted that DPW could put together one of the Terra Cycle benches that the borough has received
through the plastic bag recycling program for the committee to look at and then go from there with
regards to where to place them.

Allison suggested the next meeting include strategic planning for park improvements/assessments

Next Meeting
June 15, 2020

Adjournment
There being no further business, Terry Brown motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 pm. Suzanne

Smith seconded.
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