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Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Allison Arnone at 6:38 pm and the following statement
was read:
“In compliance with the ‘Open Public Meetings Act’, Chapter 231, PL 1975, Section 5, adequate
notice has been given of this meeting by posting a Notice in a public space and by transmitting a
notice to two newspapers, THE TIMES and the ASBURY PARK PRESS, as required by law.”
Those present were: Allison Arnone, Jan Meerwarth, Jan Buchalski, Suzanne Smith, and Rob Strovinsky.
Connor Roberts, Lisa Strovinsky and Terry Brown were absent. A quorum was present.

Minutes Review

A motion was made to approve the August 26, 2020 Allentown Parks and Public Space Advisory
Committee meeting minutes by Allison Arnone and seconded by Suzanne Smith; the motion was
approved unanimously. Terry Brown, Lisa Strovinsky abstained.

Public Present

Ed Confair from E&LP was present.

Camron Corini from Roberts Engineering

Public viewed the meeting on the borough’s Facebook page. The comments were as follows:

Will Borkowski: Is there a schedule for the DOT grant and can monies be moved from Ashby to
another park (see New Business DOT transportation grant for response). Will
also mentioned that there is no longer a Historical Society in town.

Linda Cotte: can the potholes in the boat ramp be filled in for safety (Rob Strovinsky noted
he had already spoken with Nick Pellichiaro DPW regarding this). Linda also
suggested applying for a grant to fix up the Annex

Martha Ploshay:suggested reading “A Short History of Allentown”

Alice Wycoff: suggested reading the Hutchinson Papers

John Fabiano: also recommended the Hutchinson Papers

Old Business _
Borough Council approved E&LP to write the Monmouth County Open Space (MCOS) grant, approved
the application for the MCOS grant and approved the matching funds.

On September 12, 2020 there was a public meeting regarding the MCOS application; borough passed a
resolution approving that the grant be submitted.

Allison and Ed met with Monmouth County officials to preview the grant application and the officials
noted that Allentown should be the poster child for how to apply for this grant.

Discussion continued about a detailed written history of Allentown. Allison suggested a narrative or a
story and recommended something like a “snapshot” of the 1600s, 1700s, 1800s, 1900s including

Farmer, Newell, Ashby, etc. The historical story will be incorporated into grant narratives, signage, for
Ashby Park updates and add historical comments to get people interested. Allison and Jan Meerwarth



recommended using the Annex or some other building to house all of the historical artifacts that are in
town. Jan M also suggested digitalizing historical documents so people could easily access them. They
also noted that an historical architect would need to be consulted regarding fixing up the Annex.

New Business

Ed and Allison noted that DCRS was hired for the Phase | construction of Ashby and since their bid was
under budget, any net gains could be forwarded to Phase Il. Pre-construction meeting is possibly being
set for September 25, 2020.

Jan M questioned if bad weather halts the construction, would there be any negative effects with regard
to the grant. Ed assured that, no, it would be OK. There is no adverse effect on the grant or the
outcome, it’s just a nuisance. Ed noted that asphalt is the issue in bad weather. If the asphalt
companies close, we can’t get the paving done and DCRS would halt construction, overwinter, and
resume in the spring.

Camron Corini from Roberts Engineering spoke about a DOT grant that the borough would like to apply
for which they want to include the secondary and tertiary paths in Ashby in. Allison noted that
earthwork is required to install these paths and you can’t just go in and pave it. Ed noted that, yes,
definite earthwork is involved because the paths will influence the lawns and the areas where the paths
go through. Cameron noted that this is the same type of grant as the Streetscape grant; it is to enhance
non-motorized paths. The application would also include improvements to the basketball court and
boat ramp in Farmer Park and the entrance to Farmer. Cameron also stated that while they are unsure
of how much money they are applying for, the grant ranges from $150,000 to $1,000,000. Jan M asked
which parts would be awarded and Cameron noted that the dollar amount is given but then DOT can
determine that some of the scope isn’t going to be covered (for example, the plantings that would be
designed to go around the secondary/tertiary paths). Jan B questioned as to the turn around time from
applying for the grant to receiving the grant. Cameron stated that could be anywhere from 5 to 6 years.
Jan B then asked if this would potentially hold up the next few phases of construction at Ashby. Both Ed
and Cameron noted that with the level of the earthwork and machinery needed to construct the paths,
that yes, any work around the paths would be held up. Allison did note, and Ed confirmed that areas,
such as the raingardens, might be able to be installed prior to the secondary and tertiary paths being
installed. Cameron noted that design drawings are not required but would like to include them to
bolster the application. Application is due early November. And the grant does not include engineering
fees or soft costs. Jan Meerwarth motioned to recommend applying for the grant, Terry Brown
seconded. Ayes: Allison Arnone, Suzanne Smith, Lisa Strovinsky. Nays: Jan Buchalski. The motioned
passed.

Jan B provided an update from the Environmental Commission regarding Farmer Park. The focus is to
be good stewards for environmentally sensitive areas to protect the flora and fauna and the
environmental systems on site. These should be used for educational purposes so we all can be good
environmental stewards as well as using the park for recreation. The commission walked through the
park at their last meeting with the following obervations:

Signage is an issue: the monument for Dr. Farmer is in an obscure place, the rules of the park
should be more prominently displayed and perhaps a map should be included
somewhere identifying the trails around the perimeter of the pond

Stream Clean ups and “adopt-a-park”: quite a bit of litter was seen, including a bleach bottle
and beer cans in the stream. Possibly connect with the high school for service groups to
participate in the clean up



Post map of the area: to understand the wetland areas around the pond and where it needs
to be protected

Boat launch area needs significant repairs

Wildlife Refuge: There are signs in the park indicating the area is a wildlife refuge. The
commission believes that this designation should be codified and more educational
material should be provided regarding the significance of the area. The use of the pond
and its delineation is all related to the sale of the Mill and Mill pond to Mr. Drialo and
Mr. Conine.

Pickleball and basketball courts: need to be refurbished or transformed to another use. Both
need TLC and both do not appear to belong in this park

Next Meeting
October 19, 2020 at 7:00 pm

Adjournment
There being no further business, Allison Arnone adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm.



