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Allentown Parks and Public Space Advisory Commyitteesuricirag ¢ zp,. 0/’2'\
February 17, 2020 . \
Meeting Minutes JUN 155 r /;

/
\  RecEnepn  /
Call to Order \\\ //
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Allison Arnone at 6:00 pm and t‘he~~followin”g’statement
was read:
“In compliance with the ‘Open Public Meetings Act’, Chapter 231, PL 1975, Section 5, adequate
notice has been given of this meeting by posting a Notice in a public space and by transmitting a
notice to two newspapers, THE TIMES and the ASBURY PARK PRESS, as required by law.”
Those present were: Allison Arnone, Jan Meerwarth, Jan Buchalski, Terry Brown, Suzanne Smith, Conner
Roberts, Lisa Strovinsky, and Rob Strovinsky. A quorum was present.

Minutes Review

A motion was made to approve the January 9, 2020 Allentown Parks and Public Space Advisory
Committee meeting minutes by Terry Brown and seconded by Jan Meerwarth; Lisa Strovinsky and Rob
Strovinsky abstained. The motion was approved unanimously.

Public Present
Martha and Jeff Ploshay, Greg Westfall, Anne Garrison

Anne spoke about Robert Zion, landscape architect and Allentown resident. Very well known
and respected for his design work and planning of Statue of Liberty State Park, Sculpture Garden at the
Museum of Modern Art. He pioneered the “pocket park” and was a member of the very first Allentown
HPRC. He passed away 20 years ago, with his obituary running in the New York Times. Anne also
mentioned that NJ Magazine has Allentown listed as the 7™ best place in NJ for parks.

Greg noted that E&LP was approved to move forward with Sgt George Ashby Memorial Park and
was wondering where we were in the process with them. Allison would be explaining in “Old Business”.
Also, Greg recommended that since the borough does not have the deed to the Union AME Cemetery,
we should check with Rev. Smart regarding an approval to do the ground penetrating radar. Greg also
mentioned the National Recreation Foundation Grant with a June 30™ deadline may be worth looking
into.

Old Business
E&LP’s proposal to move forward with the surveys, construction drawings, putting out to bid was
approved by Borough Council. They will get started in the next 2 weeks.

Jan Meerwarth provided a report from HPRC regarding the Historic Markers: Rev. Tianda Smart and
some members of the public provided comments regarding the wording and content for the historical
marker for the Union AME Church Cemetery. There is a draft of the marker wording that will be looked
at at the next HPRC meeting. The final draft of wording will then be submitted to council for approval.
Hopefully, this committee and HPRC and get an oral history from members of the community about the
individuals buried in the cemetery and what their stories were. Terry Brown suggested that this
amassed information be placed on a website and place QR codes around town for visitors to scan to
look this information up. Also, HPRC has talked about an historical walking tour using this information.
Furthermore, Eileen Kuzma (Sgt George Ashby Memorial Park Committee member) had reached out to
Karen Peppler who was going to look up some records and report back any history that she had. Since
we have not heard back from Karen, we will need to follow up. Jan M also reported that HPRC was



awarded a $7, 428 matching grant for the roof on the Annex. She will be attending an awards
presentation at the Freehold Hall of Records 2/24/20.

Rob Strovinsky noted that Mayor Fritts is working with Robbinsville regarding the Whittenborn and Stein
properties. There is no need for this committee to take any action regarding green space acquisition at
this time.

Allison Arnone submitted a request for a committee budget. Since this committee is new, the request
was not able to be put in last year when requests are due. Rob noted we could work with the CFO if we
needed any monies. Terry suggested we track the monies that we would need through the year so we
have an idea of the budget we should request for next year.

New Business

Allison reiterated that E&LP was approved and will be providing construction designs and putting out to
bid for contractors. Ed will be checking in with Allison in the next 2 weeks regarding the survey and
ground penetrating radar (GPR). We will meet with E&LP mid-March; construction documentation
drafts will be reviewed at 50%, 95% and 100% completion. Approximately in June, issue for bids for
construction will go out (30 days). July we will make a recommendation to council for vote and
resolution for construction company; mid-July construction to begin; October completion. Timeline is
“loose”. Union AME Cemetery is not on the historic register so GPR is not required. Rob and Terry
suggested that GPR not be done in the cemetery proper; however, Allison and Jan M recommended it
be included as there may be more people buried there than there are markers/headstones. After the
GPR is complete, need to have a meeting ASAP with the Union AME Church and any interested families
with relatives buried in the cemetery. Rob to check with borough attorney regarding the status of the
deed to the cemetery.

Allison also reported on the signage and wayfinding. First step to properly do the project would be to
hire a consultant to inventory, then they would make recommendations, then committee would decide
which recommendation to put forth to council. Since this requires funding, no further action is taking
place right now. Jan M to check out grant funding for signage and Allison to reach out to CFO.

Jan B reported that the Environmental Commission (EC) is currently working on steep slope and riparian
buffer ordinances to recommend to council. Also looking into plastic ban ordinances to recommend to
council. EC will be applying for an Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) grant
in the amount of $1,500 to apply to seeds and plugs for the meadow in Heritage the Shade Tree and
DPW will be installing, should it be awarded to us.

Jan M reported that HPRC wanted to generate a database so people could access it, especially if visitors
were to do a walking tour. Terry offered to load the database and then it could be pared down. Want
to make the stories impactful. Jan M also looked at Ed’s list of grants, some grants from HPRC and 4 or 5
grants from the NJ Historic Trust. They had May deadlines but don’t cover the “brick and mortar” that
we need at this point. Out of all her research, the Monmouth County Open Space Grant is looking to be
the best one to go after again. Terry noted the Community Stewardship Incentive Program-Forestry
(CSIP NJ DEP) grant is due mid-April and is for $25,000 for tree plantings. We need to reach out to June
Maddon, CFO regarding what type of monies would be available if we were to go after a matching grant.
Possibility of reaching out to Leslie Sorel to write a grant on our behalf was up for discussion.



Terry reported that Sarah Barnes Park needs immediate TLC. Cracks in the paving, fence is coming
down. He recommended screening plants be installed, sign be moved. Under the Shade Tree
Community Forestry Plan, they will be planting 11 trees in Heritage Park.

Conner reported that, like Terry, Sarah Barnes Park is not maintained, is flat and depressing, leaves and
sticks are just strewn everywhere. It does fit its purpose, kids need to play, but needs maintenance and
improvements. Conner also stated that Heritage Park is nice and open, but the sign at Gordon Stisin a
bit of disrepair. Old burying ground could use a little something; Rob noted that a pollinator garden was
discussed for that spot. Farmer Park had lots of shade and dying trees. He really liked Sensi Park but
noted pavers are missing in some spots.

Suzanne hopes to make connections with the business community; Jan B to forward contact info for
member of the ABCA. Suzanne suggested “Community Days”, involve Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, FFA, high
school. Rob noted that the scouts do a clean up in Farmer Park each year in the spring. Next month she
recommends we pick 3 community days.

Next Meeting
March 16, 2020 at 6:30 pm

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm. Motion made by Rob
Strovinsky, seconded by Terry Brown; approved unanimously.



