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Call to Order \ - . 7
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Allison Arnone at 6:00 Bm arf&“’th'é‘fb‘”li?)"vving,’étatement
was read: ™

“In compliance with the ‘Open Public Meetings Act’, Chapter 231, PL 1975, Séction 5, adequate
notice has been given of this meeting by posting a Notice in a public space and by transmitting a
notice to two newspapers, THE TIMES and the ASBURY PARK PRESS, as required by law.”
Those present were: Allison Arnone, Jan Meerwarth, Jan Buchalski, Terry Brown, Suzanne Smith, Lisa
Strovinsky, and Rob Strovinsky. Connor Roberts was absent. A quorum was present.

Minutes Review

A motion was made to approve the February 17, 2020 Allentown Parks and Public Space Advisory
Committee meeting minutes by Terry Brown and seconded by Suzanne Smith; the motion was approved
unanimously.

Public Present
Public viewed the meeting on the borough’s Facebook page; those who viewed at least some of the

meeting are as follows: Madeline Gavin, Robert Kline, Fred Payson, Martha Johnson, Harry Barber, Cindy
Van Pelt, Carol Wood, Richard Mazur, Tim Stolzenberger, Don Swayslan, Cathy Stull Fleishacker, Ed
Havens, Nick DeMauro, Rick Jakober, Liz O'Leary, PJ Meara, Kathy Hamnett, Keven O'Neill, and Greg
Westfall.

Greg Westfall asked about the status of Ashby park and also noted that NJDOT regulates the nature of
street signs. There is a local Allentown resident who works at NJDOT and can offer guidance with
regards to signage.

Old Business
Everyone on the committee now has access to the updated Google Drive account.

Terry Brown notes that the prototype for the Historic Property Data Base is up but in lieu of this meeting
being remote and other urgent agenda items, it would be more appropriate to discuss at a future
meeting.

New Business

Union AME Cemetery:
Allison reported that the GPR was completed by Geograph, a company with experience in
historic cemeteries. Cost was already included in the budget. Results indicated there are no
graves outside the boundaries of the cemetery. There are 60 headstones but more than 175
remains were found. Mostly men are listed on the markers but rest of the family is typically



buried there as well. Allison has reached out twice to Karen Peppler for death records but has
received no response.

Rob Strovinsky noted that the deed to the cemetery is still not transferred. The borough
attorney is trying to work with Union AME church but the process seems to be held up in the
higher rankings of the church; bishop?

Hunter Research warned against “cleaning and propping up headstones” but if we received
some trype of training to properly do it, it could possibly be a boy scout project. Jan Meerwarth
indicated that Allentown Presbyterian Church has a “specialist” in cleaning headstones.

The type of fencing around the cemetery needs to be decided on but we cannot do anything
until we have the deed. Suzanne Smith will look into different fencing along with HPRC.

Ed Confair noted that they could work the budget to remove the trees at the fence line of the
cemetery and clean up that area as long as DPW can maintain it. Rob Strovinsky stated that
DPW can clean up the area by the fence. Terry Brown suggested taking down the trees with no
stump removal.

Allison spoke with Reverend Smart from Union AME Church, who fully approved the GPR being
done in the cemetery. Rev. Smart noted she doesn’t want “traffic” in the cemetery but
requested to clean up a pathway and clean up the trash and dumping area around the fencing.

Allison also spoke with Leslie Ashby Sorel who has offered to write grants but indicated it’s
important to clearly communicate the “brand” of Allentown regarding the immense history of
the town. Need a clear story on what we want to convey about the park regarding our “brand”
and the history. Jan M suggested getting some help getting “our story” defined/told. Terry
noted a “town” brand may be too much getting all of that into Ashby park but Allison clarified
that it’s not just Ashby park but the whole town that needs the story/image that could be used
when applying for grants.

Construction Drawing Updates

Ed Confair reported on the status of Phase I:

Survey was as expected, no surprises. Got a better idea of some encroaching yards but nothing
affecting the bones of the park. Also got much more information regarding the bank easement
entrance; they can work around everything except the shed. Rob Strovinsky informed us that
the shed is now borough property. Allison motioned to drop the shed and Terry seconded. The
motion was unanimously approved. Ed noted that construction will take down the shed. Rob
indicated that the borough will notify the resident of the adjacent property that the shed is
coming down. Ed also reported that the fire hydrant and the telephone pole are located in the
strip between the road and sidewalk and that is OK because people going to use the sidewalk to
enter the park. Rob questioned how would people be deterred from parking in the bank’s lot.
There are no monies available to add fencing there.

Decisions needed/Next Steps:
Park entrance material: bluestone is weakest, granite, concrete and brick are more
durable, bluestone possibly under pavilion area or monument area. Rob said there



might be brick remaining from the streetscape project and more could be ordered. Ed
noted the entrances features are 300 square feet. He also noted that the material,
whether brick or stone, will just mark the entrance and then it will go into the walkway
material. Ed suggested that the brick could “edge” a different material. He will produce
some designs and send to the committee for review and input.

Walkway material: permeable asphalt. Allison motioned, Terry seconded; unanimously
approved.

Trees: Eastern Redbud, White flowering Dogwood, Kwanzen Cherry. Terry motioned,
Jan M seconded; unanimously approved.

Entry Sign: too early to pick a permanent sign so will consider temporary options.
Allison and Jan B to investigate.

Time line: Ed will have the entrance options by the end of next week, and a 50%
completion for document review by May 1%. Committee needs to decide on the
entrance so Ed can complete the 50% drawings.

Ed needs the borough’s “front end specs” (bid notice, instructions for bidders,
contractual language needed) in order to complete his documents. Rob to look into this
and get to Ed.

New Street Sign and Pole Design:
Rob reported that signs will be black and white in the historic district and brown and white in
the residential districts. Signs say “historic district” above the street name but could be
“overkill” if used throughout the small district on every corner. Recommended that those signs
be located at the borders coming into town. Should mark up where the signs are needed.

Lakeview Drive Parking Lot Plantings:
Lisa Strovinsky and Terry reported that Taylor from Shade Tree Commission designed the
installation and plantings were done last week. Picture was posted on borough Facebook page.

Next Meeting
TBA

Adjournment
There being no further business, Allison adjourned the meeting at 8:31 pm.



