Allentown Parks and Public Space Advisory Commlttee
Remote and via Facebook Live

November 16, 2020 / JAM o A

Meeting Minutes | e v R

Call to Order ;
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Allison Arnone at 7:00 pm and the followmg statement
was read:
“In compliance with the ‘Open Public Meetings Act’, Chapter 231, PL 1975, Section 5, adequate
notice has been given of this meeting by posting a Notice in a public space and by transmitting a
notice to two newspapers, THE TIMES and the ASBURY PARK PRESS, as required by law.”
Those present were: Allison Arnone, Jan Meerwarth, Jan Buchalski, Suzanne Smith, Rob Strovinsky, Lisa
Strovinsky, Terry Brown, and Claudia Lilley. A quorum was present

Minutes Review
Allison suggested holding review until next month so the committee will have more time to review and
comment.

Public Present
Public viewed the Zoom meeting. The comments were as follows:

Martha Ploshey: spoke about the daffodil installation at Sensi Park. TAVI will take care of
tying down the greens once the blooms are spent so borough won'’t
have to do that.

Old Business

Ashby Park update:

DCRS has begun tree removal, construction to begin 2" quarter 2021. Allison Arnone and Jan Buchalski
walked through the parks surveying the properties.

DOT TAP grant projects:
5 committee members responded to Allison’s email requesting input on tasks to be included in the
grant. The majority had these recommendations:
-no impervious asphalt, only pervious coverage
-remove the basketball court to decrease impervious coverage and replace with sustainable
features. Is the court being considered a trail so as to be included in the scope of the grant?
Also, there is a basketball court at Sarah Barnes Park.
-Remove Ashby from the grant. The landscape architect who visioned the park needs to remain.

Jan M expressed concern about “resetting” the paver pathways at Heritage as the

pavers sometimes get tossed into the lake. The pathways might not be used, people wont

necessarily use them. Allison stated that since Roberts Engineering noted it will take 5-6 years

for this grant to be awarded, perhaps the borough could go after other grants so a landscape

architect could be hired to design Farmer, and include stormwater management and

sustainability. And just because the borough may get the grant, it might not be wise to throw money at
something that the borough might want to change in the future. Jan M questioned if the trails around
the lake could be improved with this grant. Rob noted that that might not be possible because of Green
Acres rules/regulations. Terry Brown also noted that the dead and dying Ash trees along the pathways
need to be taken care of before “opening” those pathways. Jan M also asked if crushed stone at the



entrances of the Old Burying Grounds could possibly be included but Rob noted that that is not yet
borough property. Also, the dumpsters right in front of the Old Burying Grounds are on private property
so not much can be done with them. Rob and Allison also mentioned limitations on pathways at Famer
because of the wetland delineations. Rob stated the pathways would need to be mostly boardwalks in
that area. Jan B asked if Trex has boardwalk materials available from recycling like they do the benches.
Rob indicated they do not but can get donations if it is decided that that is the material that will be used.
Whatever material is chosen, it should be consistent throughout the borough parks.

Identify additional park grants (without matching funds):

Leslie Ashby Sorrel has expressed a desire to help the borough with grant writing but wanted a history
narrative of Allentown to use for those grants. Allison is sending the information that Alice Wickoff and
John Fabiano have gathered and put together to use as the backbone of the history statement.

Look into different grants, some for design, some for implementation.

Jan M noted that it might be better if there was a sub-committee regarding grants because there are so
many. The sub-committee could look into them and then present to the overall committee. Lisa
Strovinsky and Claudia Lilley volunteered and they will work with Jan M on this.

New Business
2021 meeting dates were established, 3" Monday of the month, 7:00pm. Terry Brown motioned to
approve, Suzanne Smith seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

Allentown Master Plan:

Allison presented a review of some key features of the borough’s Master Plan to serve as a guideline for
future goals of the committee. The Master Plan identifies 5 different types of Open Space within the
borough: active recreation, passive recreation, environmental education, greenways and farmland
preservation. Allison suggested that the committee’s goals and objectives for next year be based on the
Master Plan; inventory and plan for each park, limit impervious coverage, consider overlay zoning, use
green infrastructure and stormwater management, promote environmental stewardship (watershed,
recycling, plastic bag ban), and preserve open space. Allison also showed the NJ Species Based Habitat
Map of the borough which indicated the areas around Conine’s millpond and Doctor’s Creek are a Rank
4: “Habitat patch with State endangered species present”. She noted that there is quite a bit of the
Rank 4 habitat in the borough, around the lake and in Farmer Park. Jan B noted that an Osprey was
fishing over Indian Run and she will report this to the Natural Heritage Database. Allison also noted that
under Section XIl “Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan”, Goal 4 emphasized linkages and connectivity
between parks. It also notes that there is approximately 2 miles along waterways that should be
preserved and protected.

TAVI request for daffodil installation at Sensi Park:

Rob noted that DPW has done some edging in some of the beds and that TAVI want to install daffodils
by some of the trees down by the docks and along the power box. Nick Pellichiaro (DPW), Rob and Terry
walked through the installation area. Terry motioned to approve the installation, Jan M seconded,
motion was unanimously approved.

Fencing at Sarah Barnes Park:
Allison noted that there was quite a bit of chain link fencing at Sarah Barnes and it looks like it keeps
people out, rather imposing. She posed if the fencing could be replaced with more inviting fencing. Rob



noted the borough is not required to put fencing at the sidewalk side of the park but for safety, though
it was a good idea. If fencing is too low, kids try to jump over it, kick balls out and over, etc. Allison
asked if the change in fencing was something that the brough is still planning on doing and Rob
indicated that is something the borough can do internally, don’t need to hire someone. Allison
suggested using the same fencing at Old Burial Grounds, Union AME Cemetery and Sarah Barnes Park.
Jan M noted that the Old Burying Grounds is 100 years older than AME Cemetery so fencing should
reflect that. Jan B stated that since Union AME Cemetery and Sarah Barnes are in such close
proximately, that the fencing on those 2 areas should be the same. Jan M stated that perhaps they
could be complimentary rather than the same.

Next Meeting
December 21, 2020 at 7:00 pm

Adjournment
There being no further business, Terry Brown motioned to adjourn, Jan Buchalski seconded at 8:17 pm.



